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6th November

Week 2 of Term 2 already. We hope that you all had a well-deserved and relaxing break and are ready
and energised to face the challenges and joys of this busy new term.

Year 1 Visit to Harcourt Arboretum

On Friday 19th October, Year 1 visited the Harcourt Arboretum at Nuneham Courtenay. The children learnt about
the differences and similarities between deciduous and evergreen trees, as required by the National Curriculum.
We also collected Autumnal objects to create some art work. A great time was had by all and the children were
very well behaved and a pleasure to take out as they represented the school so well. A special thank you to the
parents who came to help on the day: Mr Chapman, Mr Cole, Miss Lawfull and Mr Whelpdale-Edwards.

Congratulations!
We would all like to say a MASSIVE ‘Congratulations and well done’ to Mrs Moore for being presented
with a Lifetime Achievement Award at the recent Town Council Awards Night. As Teacher and Deputy
Head at Stephen Freeman, Mrs Moore touched the lives of so many children and families in our
community. We cannot think of anybody more deserving of this award.
We are also so proud and delighted that Simon Hart won the award for Unsung Hero. Again, we cannot think of anybody who deserves this award more. Simon has volunteered as football coach at our
school for nearly twenty years. He has worked tirelessly to provide high-quality coaching, organise
matches and communicate with our families . He is a fantastic role-model to all the boys and girls he
has coached .
Well done to Sherryl Blowfield , who was nominated for her fund-raising for the Freddie Perry Foundation. It is wonderful that you have been recognised for all the hard work and sweat you have put in to
a charity so close to our hearts at Stephen Freeman School.

More Sports News
At the end of last term, our mixed Yr5/6 girls and boys football team took part in a tournament at Aureus School.
We stormed through the group stage winning all of our games and making it to the final against
Caldicott School. When the whistle blew it was 0-0 so went to a penalty shootout, which unfortunately
we lost. Once again, our team were complimented on their skill and teamwork. Well done—we are all
very proud!

Parent Consultations
These will be taking place on Tuesday 6th and Thursday 8th November. Appointment sheets have been
displayed in your child’s classroom or cloakroom - please make sure that you have booked a slot. It is
very important that parents/carers attend these meetings as it gives teachers the opportunity to talk
about your child’s learning and what you can do to help support your child at home. It also allows you to
bring up any questions or concerns you have about your child.
At the meeting you will be able to take a look through some of your child’s books. As well as being
provided with your child’s attainment and progress levels, you will be provided information about your
child’s attendance.
When looking at your child’s books it might be useful to be know how we mark and feedback. Here is a
brief summary:


The title of a piece of work usually begins with LO (which stands for Learning Objective). This is what
the learning is about and what we want the children to achieve in that lesson.



There may be chillies displayed! This is because the work is often differentiated by the ‘Chilli
Challenge’. One chilli is ‘mild’, two chillies is ‘medium’ and three chillies is ‘hot’ - the children
understand that the hotter the chilli the greater the challenge. It is great to see the children
challenge themselves.



Marking in a pink pen means that the learning objective has been achieved. This might just be a tick
by the LO. A green pen is used to show next steps of learning—’green for growth’. This might be a
question to extend learning or corrections to be made. Children know that the green pen comments
will help move their learning on.



Children use purple pens to improve their work and make any corrections or amendments. Again,
this ensures that new learning and next steps are quite clear.



Lots of feedback is verbal (by teacher/TA). This is often the most effective way and gives teachers
and children the opportunity to really focus on what the child needs to do next.



Children are given PITSTOP time—Pause, Improve, Time to read/receive teacher comments and
review and improve their work.

If you are interested to find out more about our Marking and Feedback Policy then please take a look on
our school website.

Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 6th November—Parent Consultations, 3.30 —6pm
Thursday 8th November—Parent Consultations, 3.30—6pm
Monday 12th November—Egypt Class Assembly, 2.45pm
Monday 19th November—South Africa Class Assembly, 2.45pm
Monday 26th November—China Class Assembly, 2.45pm
Monday 3rd December—Japan Class Assembly, 2.45pm
Thursday 6th December— EYFS Sibling performance, 9.30am and 2.15pm
Friday 7th December — EYFS Performance, 9.30am and 2.30pm
Monday 10th December—Nursery Visit to see Father Christmas
Monday 10th December—KS1 Sibling Performance, 9.30am and 2.30pm
Tuesday 11th December—KS1 Performance, 9.30am and 2.30pm
Wednesday 12th December— Christmas Dinner
Thursday 20th December— Parents invited in to join their children for ‘Christmas Around the World’

Our Learning Skill this week is: to be…

CREATIVE

