
 

Term 3 - Year 5 
Plagues, peasants and pestilence 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English 
 

Writing- We will be writing poems 
based on Fog by Carl Sandburg as well 

as writing our very own ghost story 
inspired by The Signal-Man. We will 

also write a balanced discussion about 
how the plague could have been 

stopped.  
 

GPS- Children will learn a range of 
different word class based on their 

function in a sentence. Some of them 
being: nouns, verbs, adjectives, 

conjunction and adverbs. We will also 
recap on punctuation we can use. 

 
Reading- Varjak Paw will be our class 
text as well as our guided reading text. 

We will explore the story as well as 
think carefully about the author’s 

choices when writing. 

Art & DT 
This term children will focus on the 
work of Vermeer, using a range of 

media to create their own versions of 
his best-known works. We will also 
be cooking towards the end of term.  

Maths 

We will be learning all about fractions, 

such as how to add and subtract them; 

different representations of fractions; how 

to find the equivalence of different 

fractions; and even how to multiply them. 

 

We will also be continuing to secure our 

times tables facts, particularly the 7s, 8s 

and 12s. Children can use Times Table 

Rockstars to practise at home.  

 

Useful Information 

 Swimming/PE kit needed on 
Fridays 

 Regular times table practise using 
Times Table Rockstars 

 Spelling to be learnt weekly 

 Children should read regularly at 
home and write in their reading 
record  

 All children to have the correct 
uniform and equipment for school 

 School shoes are to be plain black 
and are to be worn indoors and 
outdoors 

 Drawstring bags and book bags 
only please 

 No personal footballs  

 No personal pencil cases 

                               

 

 

Music 

In music we will be following the 
Charanga Scheme and learning 

‘Make You Feel My Love’ by Adele. 
We will be looking at different 

interpretations of the same as well 
as performing as groups and as a 

class.  

 

 

P.E. 
Children will be swimming this half-term. 
They will walk to Didcot Wave and have a 

short athletics-based PE session before 
then practising their swimming skills.  

 

PSHE 
As a school we are following 
the Jigsaw Scheme. Our focus 

this term is ‘Dreams and 
Goals’. We will think about our 
future aspirations and how to 
achieve what we want to in 
later life, as well as thinking 
about more immediate goals 

we can choose. 

Science 
In Science, we will be learning 

about life cycle changes of 
humans, focusing on each 
different stage each week. 

 
- Foetus/baby 

- Toddler 
- Child 

- Adolescent 
- Adult 

- Elderly 
 
 

 

Computing 

In computing we will be using Scratch 
Jr on ipads to learn about algorithms 

and coding. 

We will be using search engines to 
conduct research about our topic. 

Topic 
 

We will be learning all about 
plagues, peasants and 

pestilence, learning about how 
life was different during these 
times and also how the plague 

spread to cause such 
devastation. 

 
Children will map the plague’s 
spread across the country and 

the wider world, as well as 
learning about the feudal 
system and its hierarchy. 

R.E. 
This term we will be looking at Hindu 

and Christian religions, comparing 
their core beliefs, festivals and ways 

of worshipping. We will consider how 
their perspective affects their daily life. 

Foreign languages 
French 

This term we will be continuing to 

learn French using the scheme Early 

Start. Children will learn basic 

conversational skills including how 

to say their name and age. They will 

be taught how to say hello and 

goodbye, to count to twenty, names 

of colours and months of the year. 


